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1. At the present time, I estimate that there are approximately 300,000 card
carrying members of the Communist Party in Hungary. About 200,000 of this -
number probably are firm believers and loyal members, whereas the remainder
joined the Party for purely opportunistic reasons. In Budapest, there are
about 30,000 card carrying members. '

2. 0Of all the Hungerian Communist organlza’clons9 I think that I am most familiar

3 with the Young Workers Association, DISZ, (Dolgozo Ifjusagi.Szovetseg), which

: has approximately 500,000 members. It is a.youth organization, similar to the
Komsomol, and directs the politieal,.cultural and asthletio activities of Hungar-
ian youth. The ages of members range from 10 to 25 years, Members include
industrial workers, white collar workers, peasants, students and military
personnel. Membership isuot compulsory, but strong pressure is exerted on all
Hungarian youth to join th{ggrganization, :

3. I was under the impression that the morale of the general public was low, Most
of the people were anti=Communist, but were afraid to express their opiniochs
openly. In general, the majority of the people believe that there will be awar
in the near future, brought about as a result of the Yugoslavian 51tuatlon.

Soviet propasgenda, especially the interpretation of the Korean confliet,] is not
believed by the magorlty of the pppulation. I believe that the Voice of America
end the BBC sudience is large. In January 1951, people having radio sets -
capable of receiving foreiga broadcasts had to report ownership to the authorities,
and persons caught listening to non-Communist controlled radxr ‘gbations risk
arrest and confiscation of their sets.

50X1

ﬁjthe wages of factory workers ranged from gight ‘to 120
Iorints per week. HMine workers received about 200 forints per week; white collar
woxkers received approximately- 100 forints per week. Members of the Secret
Polide and the military service were the best paid. At the begimning of 1951,
prices of consumer goods were as followss o

Bread (black) +80 forints a kg.
Bread (white) - 1.20 forints a kg.
One egg ‘ «90 to 1,00 forints
Pork 12 forints a kg.
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Salami 15 forints a kg.
flour 3 forints a kg.
Lard 15.20 forints a kg.
éugar 7 to 9 forints a kg.
Suit of clothes 800 to 1500 forints
Shoes (poor quality) 200 forints

Shoes (good quality) 600 forints

Sugar, lard end flour were rationed, Persons classified as heavy workers received
additional ration pointse.

5. The pay system of industrial workers in Hungary was based on piece work. A4 norm
is established which must be met in order to receive the minimum base pay.
Special bonuses are paid to the Stekhanovites. If s oertain number of workers
succeed in producing more than the norm, the basic norm is raised for all the
workers. Basic pay then is ralsed, but not proportionally with the norm inersesse.
Frequently, workers have to voluntesr additional unpaid hours of work for different
projects,
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